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Nau mai haere mai ki te Kura o Hupenui.
Welcome to Greytown School.

TE WIKI O TE REO MĀORI.
This week is Māori Language Week or Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori.
At Greytown School however, it is every week, as Te Reo Māori
and Tikanga are an important part of who we are, what we value,
what we teach and the lives of our tamariki/children,
whānau/families and kaiako/staff. This year our teachers and
Board have upskilled themselves with Tiriti O Waitangi, and staff
are constantly upskilling themselves with Te Reo to increase
their use and ability to teach in their everyday programmes.

Every morning our classrooms can be heard starting the day with our School karakia and
waiata.  If you would like to learn these they are
Greytown School Karakia Waiata- which is sung by our Kapa Haka.

Ko Papawai te Marae

In addition to these, you may like to upskill yourself with some of the following greetings and
farewells.

How do you say hello in Māori?

● Kia ora - Hello
● Morena - Good morning
● Tēnā koe - Hello to one person (more formal than kia ora)
● Kia ora kōrua - Hello to two people
● Tēnā koutou - Greetings to you (said to three or more people)
● Kia ora tātou/kia ora koutou - Hello everyone

“DREAMS COME IN A SIZE TOO BIG, SO THAT YOU CAN GROW INTO THEM!”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2HjXZiWQ14


● Nau mai, haere mai - Welcome
● Kei te pēhea koe? - How’s it going?
● Kei te pai - Good
● Tino pai - Really good

How do you say goodbye in Māori?

● Ka kite anō - See you later
● Haere rā - Goodbye (Speaker is staying)
● E noho rā - Goodbye (Speaker is leaving)

LOCKDOWN LAUGHS!
Thank you to the parents and kids who sent in their photos of lockdown events for others to
enjoy.  Here are a few photos that were sent in.

If you would like to send in your photos to add to our collection for a lockdown book......please
send them to lockdownlaughs@greytown.school.nz
A special shout out to Jayden in Room 14 who made an incredible hand-sewn “Shrug the
Mischief Monster” with his grandmother and a detailed poster all about him. This is going to
be proudly displayed in our office area for all to enjoy!

WELL DONE PARENTS!
On behalf of our staff and Board of Trustees, I want to congratulate all our parents and whānau
for the hard work that you have put in to make lockdown as successful as it could be for our
kids. Overall we had a high engagement of learning from our kids, and we saw a lot of creative
ideas being sent in for us to share on our Facebook page.
You helped us to organise and deliver over 120+ devices and 300 hard packs and used them to
help our kids to carry on learning. Parents/whānau upskilled themselves on new apps and
Zoom so children could learn with their classmates, as well as upskilling themselves with new
maths strategies etc. For some households with multiple children, this involved a high level of
organisation to coordinate timetables, access to devices and tutoring children when needed.
All this was often on top of running a busy house and for many maintaining their own jobs too.
We take our hats off to you! Well done parents!
To enable us to continue to improve our systems in relation to remote learning, please go to
https://forms.gle/qYpdiF8wZwVoTVKC6 and provide your feedback.
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TEACHER ONLY DAYS TERM 4
Due to COVID-19 and having to postpone our Term 3 Teacher Only Day (which was scheduled
for the first week back after lockdown) we will now be having two Teacher Only Days in
November. We understand that this is challenging for parents who are working, however,
similar to your workplace, we have had to reschedule prior commitments that we have paid
for.  The Teacher Only Day dates are Friday 5th November and Wednesday 24th November.
School will be closed on both of these days so please start making other arrangements for
child care if needed.

“NAVIGATING THE JOURNEY” SEXUALITY  PARENT EVENING
Today there will be a separate newsletter that goes out to all our families to explain our Term 4
whole school focus on Sexuality Education called “Navigating the Journey”.  Please read this
carefully so you understand the aim of this programme, what is being taught and information
about the parent evening that will happen this term in preparation for this starting.  We would
like as many parents as possible to attend.   This will be held in the School library from 6:00 to
7:00 pm on Tuesday 28th September.

FREE NETSAFE PARENT/COMMUNITY EVENING - COME ALONG!
“How do I keep my children safe online?”
“How can I protect my kids when they are surfing the net?”
“How can I protect my child’s privacy?”
“How can I stop cyberbullies?”
These are just a few of the questions parents have and this is your
opportunity to ask the experts and learn from them...for free!

Cyber safety and keeping our children safe online is an important
issue and one that I am regularly asked for advice about.  Our children (and ourselves!) are
bombarded by information, hacking, scams etc or know about unsafe or bullying behaviour
online.  It is a very real and everyday issue even amongst friendship groups, clubs, online
communities etc.

Last year as part of our digital survey run by the board,  parents asked for an evening focused
on cyber safety.  As a result we have contacted Netsafe New Zealand to book in a free
parent/community evening so we can learn more about this issue and practical ways we can
upskill ourselves to avoid it occurring.  It is free (funded by the School) and we would love as
many people to attend as possible.  You are more than welcome to invite other parents or
family members that you know.

It will be held on Monday 18th October at 6.00pm in the School library.

Please come along and take up this opportunity.  All our staff will be upskilling themselves
with the Netsafe team at our staff meeting as we know it is important.

PET DAY TERM 4
Week 1 of Term 4 on the 22nd October we will be having our annual Pet Day. Hopefully, we will
be in Level 1 so it can run as planned. If we are in Level 2 we will have to run it differently with
limited people on site at different times or postponing it a week. Either way we are planning to
have this wonderful day as it is a highlight of our year. More details to follow closer to the
time.
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Dates For Your Diary

28th Sept
1st Oct
18th
19th
20th
22nd
1st - 4th Nov
3rd
5th
9th
24th

Sexuality Education Parent Evening
End of term 3
Netsafe parent/community evening
Year 7 immunisations
Vision & hearing screening
Pet day
Scholastic book fair
Book character day
Teacher only day
School athletics
Teacher only day

Postponed Events

September Kawaka wearable arts (more information to follow)
Kapa Haka Festival (more information to follow)

School Information

Phone 06 304 9007

Email office@greytown.school.nz
principal@greytown.school.nz

Website https://www.greytown.school.nz

Bank Acc 03 0609 0124353 00

- Page 4 -

mailto:office@greytown.school.nz
mailto:principal@greytown.school.nz
https://www.greytown.school.nz/


- Page 5 -


