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Nau mai haere mai ki te Kura o Hupenui.
Welcome to Greytown School.

WELCOME TO OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Our Board of Trustees would like to welcome Mrs Jess Isaac to our team.
Many of you will know Jess and her family as they have been part of our
community for a long time and are involved in numerous clubs. Jess and
her husband Tavita have 3 children Carlo (2020 Head Boy), Harper and
Mikaele. Jess has been co-opted onto the Board and will lead a new
portfolio called Cultural Responsiveness. This new portfolio has been
created out of our desire to strengthen and expand our understanding of
how we can be more culturally responsive, and to strengthen our
community ties and partnerships as we grow. We know that Jess will be a
wonderful asset to our school and board in this role.

PROMOTION
You know when you are doing a great job as a school when your staff changes are due to promotions.
It is with sadness for us but excitement for her that I need to announce that Mrs Penny Hopkins has
handed in her resignation.  As you will know Penny’s family moved to Wellington at the beginning of
the year and she has been commuting each day.  Penny has now been successful in gaining a position
at the Ministry of Education as a Senior Advisor for New Initiatives.  She will be leaving us at the end of
Week 6 on 26th November to take up this position.  For the remaining 2 and a half weeks of school,
Miss Emma Bell will be stepping into this role. She is well known by all our Room 10 children.
We would like to congratulate Penny on her promotion and wish her the very best.  Penny is a valuable
member of our leadership and teaching team. She has made a positive impact on all of us with her
leadership as our Assistant Principal and Syndicate Leader, her teaching expertise and her wonderful
friendliness.  We will miss her and we wish her every success.

PET DAY ART
We have some stunning art being displayed in the classroom windows that children across the school
have been creating with a Pet theme. Linda Kirkland is currently walking around with the hard job of
judging them.  Here are a few for you to enjoy.

“DREAMS COME IN A SIZE TOO BIG, SO THAT YOU CAN GROW INTO THEM!”



PET DAY CHANGES - LAMB AND CALF DAY TOMORROW
Pet day is one of our big highlights on the School calendar that everyone looks
forward to. Unfortunately under the current restrictions of Level 2, we can only
have 100 people at a gathering.  Therefore, this means that we will not be able to
run pet day the way we have in the past.

This year we have decided to split pet day into two events.  The first we can run at
Level 2 which will be lambs only (due to a lack of calves entered).  This will be held
tomorrow morning, Friday October 22nd and will be for the lamb judging (as they grow up too fast
and can’t wait).
Tomorrow, only the family of the student/s involved are invited to come in to watch the students and
their pets being judged. Classes will be rotated so other children can see the lambs, but we still follow
the restrictions.  Our annual cups, ribbons and certificates will still be presented.  School will finish at
the usual time of 3 pm.

NEW Timetable - Lambs Morning
8.30 am Families arrive with their pets and go to the South Field.

Students can stay with their pets.

9.15 am Lambs judging begins.
Ribbons and Cups presented at the end.
Children from other classes will come out to see them.

10.00 am approx Lambs can go home.

Normal School day continues

Students with animals may wear mufti.

ATHLETICS DAY
We will still have our school athletics day on Tuesday 9th November, however sadly due to restrictions
parents and whānau are not going to be able to attend.  This event is currently being organised and we
will send out further information closer to the time.  Sadly,  interschool and regional events have been
cancelled due to current covid restrictions.

BOOK WEEK AND BOOK FAIR
Our annual Book Week and Book Fair will continue to go ahead.  The Dress up day will be Wednesday
3rd November.  More information will be coming out closer to the time, however you can start
thinking about a costume to wear (check out Pinterest for ideas!).

TEACHER ONLY DAYS TERM 4
Due to COVID-19 and having to postpone our Term 3 Teacher Only Day (which was scheduled for the
first week back after lockdown) we will now be having two Teacher Only Days in November. We
understand that this is challenging for parents who are working, however, similar to your workplace, we
have had to reschedule prior commitments that we have paid for. The Teacher Only Day dates are Friday
5th November and Wednesday 24th November.
School will be closed on both of these days so please start making other arrangements for child care if
needed.
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NETSAFE PARENT/COMMUNITY EVENING - THANK YOU FOR COMING.
Thank you to all the parents and whānau that were able to attend on Monday night.  Here are some of
the key points that they discussed with us.

● Talk with your children about what apps and games they use on their devices to see if they
are appropriate and legal for their age and what they have access to eg: Chat Rooms can be
hidden in many apps or games.

● Do random checks on devices - check history and if children are on devices in their room -
pop in to see what they are doing.

● Talk about online safety eg: Password strength, limiting personal information, not
sharing photos etc without permission.

● Play a game on their device to see what it is all about.  Ask your child to teach you.
● Check out their netsafe website parent section for tips and great cyber protection software

that is free to protect your child online.  Go to www.netsafe.org.nz

2022 ENROLMENTS
If you have any children that are turning 5 in 2022 or are moving to our school in the new year please
contact Megan in our office to put their name down (or remind your friends to enrol their children). She
can then send out enrolment forms and information about our school. Knowing when children are
coming makes a big difference in our planning and helps us to all work together to settle them in.
Contact details: mwall@greytown.school.nz or 06 304 9007 or pop in

2022 LEAVERS
If you are moving in the new year and your child/ren are not going to be at our school please let our
office know asap as we will start organising classroom numbers and structures in the next few weeks.
Contact details: mwall@greytown.school.nz  or 06 304 9007 or pop in.

2022 CLASS PLACEMENT LETTER
Today we are sending out a paper copy of the class placement letter with the eldest child in each family.
It is important that you read it so you can follow the systems in place and talk with your child about their
friend choices. If your child misplaces this copy there are digital copies being sent out on the app and
spare copies in the office if you need.

EVENTS AND COVID ALERT LEVELS
A few parents have asked about Level 2 and how this may affect Athletics, other school events  and end
of year celebrations.  Unfortunately we do not have all the answers for these at this time.  We will need to
take each event and the current Alert Level as it happens.  Many of you will be aware that there will be an
announcement of a new traffic light system and this will no doubt impact some of the decisions made.
We will keep you updated as we know more.

FINALLY
We hope you all had a wonderful break over the last two weeks and are looking forward to an exciting
Term 4.

Nga mihi, Patrice O’Connor
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Dates For Your Diary

22nd Oct
1st - 4th Nov
3rd
3rd
5th
9th
11th
12th
24th

Pet day
Scholastic book fair
Book character day
Epro8 Year 5/6 & 7/8
Teacher only day
School athletics
Year 8 Bush Trip
Year 7 Bush Trip
Teacher only day

School Information

Phone 06 304 9007

Email office@greytown.school.nz
principal@greytown.school.nz

Website https://www.greytown.school.nz

Bank Acc 03 0609 0124353 00

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

NEW PROCEDURE - SECURITY CAMERAS
As you may be aware with new signage and security cameras going up, we have

now installed Security Cameras around our school.  This means that we have
written new procedures to ensure it is clear to everyone the purpose of these and

how information may and may not be used.

Using the link below we invite our school community to read this new procedure
and provide feedback on it if you would like to.  This feedback will then be taken

into consideration at our next board meeting on Monday 8th November 2021
before this procedure is officially approved.

https://forms.gle/ATCT7X89t3GmVXX46
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